Indexing Freedmen’s Bureau Records

Download a Batch

Once you have downloaded the free FamilySearch indexing software:

Indexer - Download Baich Work Online +

Open the program, and sign in.

Click Download Batch.

Select Show All Projects.

Look for projects that begin with “US—Freedmen’s Bureau.”
Select a project, and click OK.

@ Show all projects © Show preferred projects

Project Name ¢

US—Compiled Genealogies in Published Books, 1800-1920 [Part C]
US—Freedmen's Bureau Labor Contracts, Indentures and Apprenticest
US—Freedmen's Bureau, Register of Claims, Pensions, and Bounty Cla
Us—Freedmen's Bureau, Registers and Applications of Rations Issued |

vk wnN e

Note: If you still need to download the indexing software, visit FamilySearch.org/indexing/qget-started-indexer.

How to Index a Batch

When first opening a batch, you'll see the following:
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The data entry area

The Header Data panel provides a place to enter information that applies to the entire docu
This information is usually found at the top of the document and only needs to be entered on

Image 10of5 | Record 1 of 12 |

To index the batch:

1. Inthe Image Type field, indicate whether each image should be indexed.

Required Field: Image Type

= Labor Contract 1 ™

@ Labor Contract 2
# How to Index a Labor Contract

Project instructions
and field help
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|
Select Normal if the image should be indexed. Use the image examples = “Image Type [<Required>
and information in the project instructions to help you decide. oo
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2. Press Tab to continue to the next image, and then repeat the process for

each image in the batch. After selecting the image type for the final image, press Tab to continue to the data

entry area.



https://familysearch.org/indexing/get-started-indexer

3. Inthe data entry fields, type the names, dates, and additional information from the image. The field labels
(Given Names, Surname, and so on) and field helps explain what should be typed in each field.
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Three Things to Know before You Begin
1. There are many different types and formats of records in these projects.

Look through all the images in the batch to get a feel for how the documents are organized. In these projects,
you’ll see labor contracts, court records, complaints, land records, school records, and more. The project
instructions will explain what should be indexed and how it should be indexed.

Here are a few examples of documents:
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2. Index all the individuals named in each document in the order they were named except for the
bureau administrators.

You'll often need to add records in the data entry area to index each individual named in each document. Click

the Add a record for this image = icon to add more records. In most projects, each individual will be indexed
in a separate record. Review the project instructions in each project for additional guidance in what to look for.

Do not index the names of bureau officers, commissioners, and administrators. They are usually identified by a
job title or rank written next to their names or by their names appearing on multiple documents. (However,
note that not all people identified with a rank were bureau administrators.)
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In the example above of a labor contract, the names J W Leath, Moses Leath, and Harriett should all be indexed.

The signature below J. W. Leath’s at the bottom is of a bureau administrator and should not be indexed.
, ii i
MMMJ PN ] e 5
|
[l |
This example of a complaint shows multiple individuals I|sted as making the complalnt (Sarah Johnson, Mary
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Dennis, and Geo H. Harmon), as well as the person the complaint is against (Teagle H. Taylor). All these names
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should be indexed.

3. If animage does not include names to index or if it shows only documents that do not match the
record type for the project, select No Extractable Data Image in the Image Type field.

If there are no names on a document or if the only names on the document belong to bureau officers,
commissioners, and administrators, there is no need to index other types of information, such as dates and
places. Additionally, some images may show only documents that are the wrong type of document for that

project. Any image marked as a No Extractable Data Image will be reviewed and, if necessary, assigned to
another project.

Deciphering Handwriting

Some of the handwriting may be difficult to read. Use the following tips to help you decipher difficult handwriting.

1. Study the handwriting on the images. Other names and locations may use the same letters and be easier to
decipher. You can look at the previous and next images for more handwriting to compare.
Note: Use the previous and next images only for reference; don’t index information from them.



In this example from Louisiana, Jake’s

/ Q___"_]_SBT «“ ” .
surname could be read as “See.” Review
I (or we), (&MMM head of a family, consist- th tire d tt hat oth
; e entire document to see what other
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Review all versions of names. The same name may be written more clearly elsewhere on the same, previous, or
next image. Review the documents to find all places where the name may be written. (Note: Names should be
indexed as they appear on each image. Names from previous and next images can help you decipher a name on
the current image, but additional information on other images should not be combined with the current image.)

“Ilsaac Dennis” is clear i Medical Attendance,.and Supplies
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same person on the next image. In this case, the name would be indexed as Isaac Dennis for both images.
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Review additional handwriting examples. Click the Handwriting Help # icon in the indexing program, or visit
the Handwriting Helps page at FamilySearch.org/indexing/help/handwriting for more handwriting help.

Use wildcards for unreadable letters. If you can read some letters in a name, but not all of them, index the
letters you can read, using the following characters to replace the unreadable letters.

a. Use a question mark (?) in place of one unreadable letter.

b. Use an asterisk (*) in place of multiple consecutive unreadable letters.

L. . . Edit View Tools Help
Get a second opinion. Ask a friend to help using the Share Batch feature. Close Batch avi-re [N
a
H H H Return Batch
a. Click File, and then click Shat.'e Batch.. . —
b. Copy the number, and send it to a friend to review. e
Save Ctrles il o rr

c. Instruct the friend to open the indexing program, click File, click View Retrieve
Shared Batch, and then enter the number you provided. The friend suomit
will be able to see what you have indexed but cannot save any =
additional information.

Share Batch @

Give lnIS number to the person

497396620

6. Return the image for someone else to index. If you o e TG =
can’t make out the information on the image but think Click the button below that best describes why you would like to return your batch.
. You may return a batch for any reason. Any work you have already completed will not be lost.
someone else m |ght be able to: Please help us determine if we can give the batch to another indexer to complete or
. . if there are quality issues headquarters will need to review.
a. Click File

e = | don't have enough time now.

b. Click Return Batch. g « Ii's oo difficult for me.
. a | want to try a different project.
c. Select Give to Other Indexers.

M o - Part of the image is cut off and information is missing.
Review Image .
Quality = One or more images are too dark or foo light to read.
= One or more images are blurred.
We appreciate your help! Close
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